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Shipping Companies And 
Ships Linked To Us

We are working with 11 shipping
companies, and have 436 men and 66
women, a total of 502 crew and staff,
under management.

--------------------------------------------------

GI (HK) Business

We are providing security services for 25
Hong Kong Clients and have 88 security
staffs employed.

------------------------------------------------------

We welcome:

Mr. Hom Bahadur Gurung 
(Africa Mercy Ships)

Mr. Ramu Thapa 
(Africa Mercy Ships)

------------------------------------------------------

Editor of
Newsletter

Mamta Gurung

FS 740460 OHS 740461

We publish this month a photograph of MS
IONA of P&O Cruises.

If you have pictures or postcards of your ship,
please send them in to us for future Newsletters.

It is good to see the cruise industry steadily
resume sailing. Not all lines are succeeding in
this – those in Asia are still caught by Covid-19
regulations in Singapore and Malaysia – but a
new era of cruising seems to be starting in
America, Britain and Europe, and that means
that we shall be able to get more of you back to
sea. I give details of our increasing numbers at
sea below.

In August, we got 29 of our old crew back to sea,
2 with Princess Cruises, 19 with Carnival UK, 5
with AIDA, 2 with Disney and 1 with the World.
In addition, Mercy Ships added 2 crew for their
new vessel, making a total of 31 who got to sea
last month.

In September, we have orders to send another
33 back to sea, and so far beyond that another
12.

GURKHA INTERNATIONAL GROUP
Website: www.gurkha.com.hk

MS IONA



I am proud to report that all of our staff in Hong Kong have received two
Covid-19 vaccinations. From now on, we shall only recruit in Hong Kong
from those who have double vaccinations.

COVID-19 
VACCINATIONS
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World Security

The result of the disastrously mishandled withdrawal from Afghanistan
will be a worsening of the security situation worldwide. Afghanistan will
not only provide a safe haven for terrorists, but the defeat of the US and its
allies there will inspire many Islamic jihadist groups around the world to
emulate the Taliban. The threat to the stability of states in the Middle
East, South and Central Asia, South East Asia and Africa is now
heightened. For all of us, this is worrying and depressing news.

Conflict and many terrorist acts continue in Iraq, Pakistan, Syria, Yemen,
Libya, Somalia, South Sudan and Ethiopia.

Tension continues between Russia and the West, and between China and
the states bordering the South China Sea and the Sea of Japan over islands
disputed there. Also between China and India over their border regions.
Relations between China and the USA remain poor. India and Pakistan
continue their longstanding face off in Kashmir, where the Indian Army
continues to fight Islamic guerrilla attacks.

Terrorism continues in parts of the Philippines, southern Thailand, and
much of north and central Africa, where Islamic terrorist groups connected
with ISIS and al Qa’eda plague a series of countries across the Sahel,
including Nigeria, Niger, Mali, the Central African Republic, Chad,
Burkina Faso and Cameroon. Islamic violence continues in northern
Mozambique.

Myanmar continues to be a site of conflict and poverty after the recent
military coup, which has let the Covd-19 pandemic get out of control.



Nepal News

The manufacturing sector has bounced back from the coronavirus disaster to near pre-
pandemic levels with the lockdown lifted, the vaccination drive picking up and the festival
season in full swing.

Dinesh Shrestha, vice-president of the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, said all sectors except tourism and transportation had returned to their old selves
due to robust market demand.

“Figures related to industrial production have not come in yet, but almost all factories are
operating at full capacity,” he said.

"There is no clarity in the monetary policy regarding the tourism and transportation
sectors; and as a result, there seems to be confusion about going into full operation.
Entrepreneurs are seeking a time extension for interest payments on old loans. The
transportation sector too is slowed down as there is little movement of people."

Shrestha said cottage and small scale industries had resumed operation and were waiting
for the monetary policy to be implemented. “We are receiving complaints from cottage and
small scale entrepreneurs that they are not able to get the promised interest subsidy easily.”

In the last fiscal year, Nepal witnessed a negative economic growth of 2.1 percent. It was the
first time in nearly four decades that the country’s growth had gone into negative territory.

"People have started getting vaccinated, and the drive needs to be expanded rapidly so that
there will be no need for lockdowns like in the past," Shrestha said.

Source: The Kathmandu Post

Nepal's manufacturing sector rebounds to near 
pre-pandemic levels



Popular filmmakers and vloggers from eleven countries will visit Nepal and trek to Everest
Base Camp as part of the challenge.

Aimed to promote tourism and draw attention towards environmental concerns, World Vlog
Challenge (WVC) is taking place in Nepal right under the laps of the Himalayas. Eleven
notable filmmakers and vloggers from different countries like Australia, Columbia, India,
Nepal, the Philippines, Thailand, the USA, and countries from Africa and Europe will
participate in the event.

Partynepal, the organisers of WVC, held a press meet on Wednesday and shared that Nepali
representative for the event has not been selected yet. The organisers encouraged interested
Nepali vloggers from all seven provinces to submit their applications by visiting the Nepal
Vlog Challenge’s website. The national competition will be judged by Nischal Basnet, Sisan
Baniya, Rohit Shakya, and Milan Thapa.

“World Vlog Challenge is designed around the theme of global warming, melting glaciers,
and cleaning up of the Himalayas. This project hopes to reach at least 30 million people
worldwide,” says Shree Gurung, one of the organisers of the event.

The objective of WVC is not just limited to promoting the Himalayas but also to showcase the
culture, tradition and lifestyle of the Nepalis through the creative works of influential
vloggers and filmmakers, he added.

Dhananjay Regmi, CEO of Nepal Tourism Board, and Shanta Bir Lama, CEO of Nepal
Mountaineering Association, shared the stage with Gurung and expressed their belief on this
project and its benefit to Nepal in terms of exposure and tourism. Kami Rita Sherpa, who has
summited Mt Everest 25 times, will be training the filmmakers and vloggers on
mountaineering techniques. The team will be led by Mingma David Sherpa, who was
awarded ‘Sherpa of the Year’ in 2019.

Source: The Kathmandu Post

World Vlogging Challenge being organised to 
promote Nepal’s Himalayas



Hong Kong News

Hong Kong Jockey Club posts record revenues of 
HK$280 billion in 2020-21 despite pandemic

The Hong Kong Jockey Club has posted record betting revenues of HK$279.7 billion
(US$35.9 billion) for the 2020-21 financial year, logging a nearly 28 per cent year-on-year
rise even as the ongoing coronavirus pandemic ravaged the economy.

In its annual report, released on Tuesday, the club disclosed that it had paid the
government a record HK$25 billion in duties, profits tax and lotteries fund contributions
up more than 20 per cent from the previous financial year – and had handed out another
HK$4.5 billion in approved charity donations.

The club’s previous record for annual turnover, set in the 2017-18 financial year, was
HK$234 billion.

Horse racing bets contributed HK$136.1 billion to revenue in 2020-21, up 12.5 per cent
from the previous year. Football betting, meanwhile, soared by a staggering 51.4 per cent
to HK$140.2 billion.

The club attributed the robust growth to the resumption of major leagues and the
rescheduling of postponed matches and competitions, such as Euro 2020 and Copa
America 2020, resulting in an exceptionally large number of matches in 2020-21.

However, Mark Six lottery revenue was down 34.3 per cent, to HK$3.4 billion, as services
were suspended between February and September when anti-pandemic measures forced
the closure of off-course betting branches.

Source: South China Morning Post



Hong Kong health authorities have proposed further relaxing a hiring scheme aimed at
tackling the city’s shortage of doctors, opening the door for non-permanent residents –
including from mainland China – to practise as specialists without taking a local licensing
exam.

‘The concession, along with two other changes, were announced by Secretary for Food and
Health Sophia Chan Siu-chee on Tuesday. They were made to address concerns of lawmakers
examining a bill amending the Medical Registration Ordinance in the hopes it could be
passed before the end of the current legislative session in October, she said.

“Some have said the previous draft amendments were too strict and wouldn’t be able to
achieve the goal of attracting more foreign-trained doctors,” Chan told a press conference,
referring to any doctor trained outside Hong Kong. “The suggestions to further relax the rules
will hopefully attract more specialist doctors, as there is a large demand for them and wait
times are currently very long.”

But just how many would be willing to come was difficult to estimate at this point, she
admitted.

Under the original proposed amendments only permanent residents who had graduated
from a recognised medical school and were already registered to practise outside Hong Kong
would be allowed to skip the local licensing exam.

If doctors had not yet started specialist training overseas when they applied, they would have
been required to spend at least 11 years completing training and fulfilling the minimum
required duration of service in the public sector.

A 10-member committee consisting of health officials, educators and medical watchdog
members will be established to draft a list of recognised medical schools, with the chief
executive choosing as many as four of the members.

The latest amendment expands the hiring scheme to cover non-permanent residents but
limits eligibility to specialist doctors.

Source: South China Morning Post

Hong Kong plans to allow doctors who are not 
permanent residents to work as specialists



Conclusion
Despite all the current gloom about disease and security, I am, for the first
month in a long time, encouraged by what I see of the improving fortunes
of the cruise industry.

We’ll do our best to make the most of the opportunities on offer now and
as things get better. We are not giving up!

Nigel A. Collett

Managing Director

Conclusion


